
 
 

 

OmniGlobe Networks’ Partnership with FNESS and FNTC Brings 

Broadband Access to 21 B.C. First Nation Communities 

 

Vancouver, BC, March 17th, 2009 – OmniGlobe Networks, Inc. (www.omniglobe.com) is pleased to 

announce that it has been appointed by the First Nations’ Emergency Services Society of B.C. (FNESS) 

and its partner, the First Nations Technology Council (FNTC) to provide enhanced broadband access to 

over 2,700 residents living in remote First Nations communities in British Columbia. This news follows the 

Government of Canada’s recent announcement to contribute $7.86 million for the construction and 

provision of satellite broadband network capacity. 

 

The project aims to provide affordable satellite capacity for broadband services in communities where 

satellite technology is the only reasonable means of providing broadband access. It is funded by 

Infrastructure Canada under the Government’s National Satellite Initiative (NSI), with financial contribution 

from OmniGlobe and the FNESS working in collaboration with the FNTC. 

 

High speed Internet connectivity will be delivered to homes, band offices, schools, health centres and 

businesses; broadband access will enable communities to benefit from the delivery of advanced e-

business applications such as tele-education, video-conferencing and Voice over the Internet Protocol 

(VoIP) services, stimulating new economic development opportunities in the region. The 21 communities 

identified currently have very limited and unreliable Internet access and virtually no technical support.  

 

Dr. Jason Neale, OmniGlobe Networks CEO said: “Connecting remote communities involves working with 

partners and a commitment from all to work together for the benefit of all First Nations people. We are 

very proud to partner with the FNESS and the FNTC, two organizations that have the best interest of their 

communities at heart, and look forward to bringing essential communication technology to B.C First 

Nation communities.”  

 

OmniGlobe Networks will supply satellite earth station equipment and local access networks for a high-

capacity satellite broadband service to every home and business within the 21 communities. OmniGlobe 

will also work with the FNTC co-ordinator to provide training for the local technical support persons who 

will assist users in the community and perform the network maintenance and administration tasks. 
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 “We are glad to see remote B.C. First Nation communities will finally gain access to much needed 

services, information and training that would otherwise be unavailable,” added Mr. Blaine Wiggins, 

Executive Director of FNESS.  

 

Grand Chief Edward John, champion of the FNTC and member of BC’s First Nations Leadership Council 

noted “this project has been a long time coming and we are pleased that some of our most remote 

communities will receive broadband connectivity.  Because of their remoteness, these communities often 

have the greatest need to use technology to connect to the world but their small size makes it very 

difficult to build a business case.  We applaud the partnership that made this project possible and thank 

Canada and OmniGlobe for their contributions.”   

 

The project is well underway.  The first installation will be on the  Nuchatlaht’s  Oclujce No. 7, on the 

North West of Vancouver Island and is expected to be completed by the end of March 2009. Technical 

teams will also continue to visit participating communities in an effort to ensure that the remaining 20 

communities are installed and connected by the end of 2009. 

 

About OmniGlobe Networks: 

 

Based in Montreal, Quebec, OmniGlobe Networks is a global telecommunications company that provides 

reliable and affordable broadband Internet, VoIP and cellular services to geographic regions around the 

world where terrestrial telecommunications are unavailable, unreliable or just too expensive. Combining 

the most advanced wireless, satellite and cellular technologies with its own proprietary network 

management and bandwidth optimization techniques, OmniGlobe’s solution enables Internet Service 

Providers (ISP) and local operators to offer fast, reliable broadband Internet services to consumers and 

business customers. In partnership, OmniGlobe provides the R&D, network design, equipment, 

installation, and 24/7 monitoring, while local operators handle service agreements, first line customer 

support and billing. For more information, contact OmniGlobe Networks at 315 Brunswick Blvd, Suite 200, 

Pointe-Claire, QC H9R-5M7, Canada, tel: 514 693-8949, e-mail: info@omniglobe.com, or visit the 

website at www.omniglobe.com.    

 

 

About the First Nations’ Emergency Services Society (FNESS): 

 

The First Nations’ Emergency Services Society has been serving the First Nations communities of British 

Columbia for more than twenty years. Focusing on fire services and fire prevention, crisis intervention, 

emergency preparedness and emergency response, and environmental services, FNESS assists in 

developing and sustaining safer and healthier First Nations communities. 
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About the First Nations Technology Council (FNTC): 

The First Nations Technology Council (FNTC) is mandated to bring broadband and related technologies 

to all BC First Nations and to ensure that they have qualified technical support and that First Nations 

members have the necessary skills to use technology to meet their personal goals. 

 

Contact Information: 

OmniGlobe Networks, 

Lynne Croker, Director of Operations 

Tel: 604-677-0589 

Email: lcroker@omniglobe.com 

 


